The Toronto Irish Players present A Crucial Week in the Life of a Grocer's Assistant by Tom Murphy. Directed by Catherine Driscoll, the play opens October 22 and runs until November 7th.  
​​​​It was a timely decision to produce the play as this year marks the fortieth anniversary of the first production of A Crucial Week in the Life of a Grocer's Assistant. It took place at the Abbey Theatre and the successful run helped establish Tom Murphy's career-long relationship with Ireland's National Theatre. The relationship had a rocky start at the beginning of the Sixties; however, when both A Crucial Week (under its original title of The Fooleen) and A Whistle in the Dark were rejected by the Abbey. The Abbey may have been sensitive to official and public opinion because both plays are a blistering comment on post-war Ireland's inability or unwillingness to deal with the problem of emigration, the problems it caused the many affected families and the often devastating consequences for those who emigrated. 

In A Whistle in the Dark, which premiered to great success in Stratford and London in 1961, we see the appalling destruction of an already dysfunctional Irish family living in Coventry; in A Crucial Week, Murphy turns his searing intellect and lyrical pen on a young man in small-town rural Ireland of 1958 tormented with trying to decide whether to stay or to go. He is torn between the perceived freedom of living life abroad and the comfort - poor and suffocating though it is - of staying in his own place. 

The wretchedness of the family in Coventry leaves us in no doubt that they would have been better off staying in Ireland. Yet, in A Crucial Week, we fully understand what's driving John Joe away. He has no money and no prospect of ever earning a decent wage from the stingy grocer, Mr. Brown. He also has no freedom and no voice because both have been smothered by his overbearing mother who, in league with the priest, is determined to keep him at home. Her "smothering and slobbering" has already driven her other son away, but John Joe does not want to be "forced to stay or forced to go". He wants "the freedom to decide and make the choice" for himself. 

A Crucial Week can be seen as a metaphor for the Ireland of the late Fifties and early Sixties: a nation trying to find its own voice and shed its infantile state after centuries of colonialism. But, Murphy has written a play that still speaks to us in the 21st Century. John Joe's Herculean struggle to be able to look deep within himself to find his own voice is a struggle for the ages. Ben Barnes (former Abbey director) once said of Tom Murphy, he "speaks to our souls. Or, more accurately, to the trouble in our souls." 

Performances run Thursday thru Saturday at 8pm and Sundays at 2pm. Evening tickets are $18 and matinees $15. To book tickets, call 416-440-2888 and for more information www.torontoirishplayers.org.

